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here are many ways to sell a home in a tough market. You can

scent the air with freshly baked cookies; throw in a couple of flat
screens, even a luxury car or two.

Or you could have a rock star play yeur apen house.

Mot that we have anything against cockies or new cars, but that
last one is definitely intiguing. Alter all, how often does a chariop-
ping guitarist pull up a chair in your living room?

MNo doubt, a private concert from singersongwriter Richie
Sambara, lead guitarist of Bon Jovi for 25 years, was something of a
treat — even for the most joded home-buyer or concert-goer.

The occasion was the Tarragon Corp.s reintroduction of its $10

million penthouse atop The Las Olas River House.

Richie Sambora rocks the penthouse. wvmonsiwixin
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With many custom furnishings, the sweep
ing tri-level unit boosts 360-degree views of
city, ocean and Meaw River, the usual private
elevatars, home theatre, two master suites, its
own gym, even o new-age toilet shaped like o
hatbox — all in mors then 8,000 square feet,

Alter a generous tour and cocktails down-
stairs for about o hundred or so high-rollers,
organizers brought Sambora onto a make-shift
stage in the hui|ding"$ mem':jera-onhr Il-bl'i:!.f}l'
- o cozy reading-room perfectly suited lo the
unplugged vibe.

Sambora wos joined on stage by old
friend and songwriter Richia Supo, o longfime
local who has written hits for Aerasmith and oth-
ers in the music business.

Scheduled for just 40 minutes, the con-
cert guickly went aver an hour, as the dug
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stretched out on stellar acoustic versions of
I'.Ew'ng Cn A Prover, Wanted Dead o Alive, as
well gs o couple of Aerczmith tunes and erigi-
nal compositions.

Imbued with @ VHI Storytellers feel,
the event featured the performers dizcussing
the hit songs eoch had written ocnd how they
came to be.

*| was down on South Beach af the Marlin
Hatel,” Supa said abeut a mid "P0s songwriling
session with Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler. “We were
writing a song colled ‘Kink.' *

He explained that the work day had
besn going badly, so they stepped out for

some air — and spotted “a 1966 pink Cadillac
Eldorade convertible with a gorgeous blonde
in pink sfiletio heels aond a mini skirt. ... Steven
turned to me and said, the song is nof Kink
— it's Pinkl”

Then he and Samboro launched inte the
fune, which became o Top 40 hit in 1998, How
cool was it to sit ot the feet of Bon Jovi's gquy
while he reinterprated Aerosmith's guffe

“This is unbelievable," soid party-goer Joe
Insalacs,

For his part, Sambora guickly put the
oudience ot ease by acknowledging his highly

publicized March arrest [on suspicion of DUI)




right off the top, and then sst about mining
his rnck}r persona itz for humor, Despite a
stiing of well-chranicled persenal setbocks
the post couple of years, he hasnt missed a
single date on Bon Jovi's continuing world four
(the bond plays cutdeor stadiums again this
summer] — and on this parlicular evening he
seemed no warse for wear,

There were jckes abaut doting and
the quality of his mug shot, a5 well as about
his trips ko rehab (where he soys he crossed
paths with Lindzay Lohon]. OF the Malibu ingi.
deant, he told guests that it had hoppened "on
the way hame from Horton Hears A Wha with

my um.'gihh-zr."

In talking about his kang ride with Bon Jovi,
Sombora soid he had o porficular fondness for
the hand's 2000 hit s My Life, becouse it had
'Jnt—.*xp:—!t;‘etﬂ}r r.u‘.u.':lpt.'|lt-:{] the roup biack atop
the cherts after o sisyear hiatus,

"“When we put this sang out we wers ol
one of those phases of our career, right around
the millennivem, one of those mements when
you know things could go either woy” he said
of o time when the bond wasn't sure it would
aven stay fogether. “But this was just one of
those crazy songs!” he soid belare playing the

unplugged version.

Audierce members, including Tarragen
Executive Vice Presicent Jamie Helmon, and
the show's F:-rl::l::.':u-.“.::r Can Barmett of Wizard
Entertainment, were clearly apprecialive, Most
spent the evening huddles closely around the
stage, where they even bantered with the per
formers much as old friends might do oround the
living-room piana,

In this bare selting withaut a slitch of net,
Sombora ably demonstrared why he {and Bon
Jovi} have always been due areater respect. It
wits just cne of those entirely unigue evenings
- pure [ly.omdtheswall fun, as well as terrific musi.
cianship — something few rock fans, let alone
house-hunters, sver wilnass,

“In really getting inlo this gig,” Sambero
said midwiry through. "Mavbe Fll buy an apart-
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